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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Lonnfors 
et al (hereinafter Lonnfors) (US 2004/0015569 A1 ). 

Regarding claim 1, Lonnfors discloses a method of transmitting instant 
messages to a mobile communication device via a wireless data communication 
network, comprising the steps of: 

detecting presence information for a plurality of instant message sources 
at an instant messaging server that couples the instant message 
sources to the wireless data communication network (paragraphs 0030- 
0031); 

detecting presence information of the mobile communication device at 
the instant messaging server (paragraph 0032); 
comparing the presence information of the mobile communication device 
with the presence information of the instant message sources and 
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enabling at least one of the instant message sources to transmit an 
instant message to the mobile communication device (paragraph 0033). 

Regarding claim 2, Lonnfors discloses the method of claim 1 as described 
above. Lonnfors further discloses wherein the plurality of instant message sources 
(element 104) includes mobile communication devices that are enabled to transmit 
instant messages directly to the mobile communication device (element 108) via the 
wireless data communication network (paragraph 0033; fig. 1 and its descriptions). 

Regarding claim 3, Lonnfors discloses the method of claim 1 as described 
above. Lonnfors also discloses wherein the presence information of the instant 
message sources includes information regarding services provided by the instant 
message sources (paragraphs 0030-0031). 

3. Claims 20, and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 

Magee et al (hereinafter Magee) (US 2004/0198379 A1 ). 

Regarding claim 20, Magee discloses a wireless instant messaging apparatus 

comprising a presence information server coupled to a wireless network for 

communicating with a plurality of wireless devices operating on the wireless network, 

the presence information server comprising: 

a device presence detector module for detecting the presence of at least 
one detected wireless device (fig. 1, element 60 and its descriptions); 
a presence storage module (element 70) connected to the device 
presence detector module for storing presence information 
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corresponding to the at least one detected wireless device, the presence 
information including extended state information (paragraphs 0014- 
0016); 

a device presence communication module connected to the presence 
storage module for transmitting the presence information to at least one 
interested device (element 70), wherein the extended state information 
enables an enhanced instant message to be transmitted between the at 
least one detected wireless device and the at least one interested device 
(paragraphs 0014-0016). 
The Examiner notes that it is interpreted a presence storage module and a 
device presence communication module might be integrated together as one device. 
Also, the extended state information is hereby disclosed as the geographic location of 
the mobile station 10. 

Regarding claim 34, Magee discloses a mobile communication device for use 
with an instant messaging system comprising an instant messaging server and a 
plurality of instant messaging hosts, wherein the instant messaging server detects 
presence information associated with the instant messaging hosts, the presence 
information including information regarding instant messaging services provided by the 
instant messaging hosts, the mobile communication device comprising: 

a transmitter for providing presence information of the mobile 
communication device to the instant messaging server, wherein the 
presence information of the mobile communication device includes 
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extended state information associated with the plurality of instant 
messaging services (fig. 1 , elements 50, 60 & 70; and its descriptions); 
a receiver for receiving an instant message from one of the instant 
messaging services based upon a comparison of the extended state 
information of the mobile communication device with the presence 
information of the instant messaging hosts (element 10). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 4-12, 14-15, 24-27, 29-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lonnfors in view of Magee. 

Regarding claim 4, Lonnfors discloses the method of claim 1 as described 
above, except for disclosing wherein the presence information of the mobile 
communication device includes location information, the method further comprising the 
step of: enhancing the instant message transmitted from the at least one instant 
message source to the mobile communication device based upon the location 
information. 
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In a similar endeavor, Magee discloses a method for authorizing location 
services. Magee further discloses wherein the presence information of the mobile 
communication device includes location information, the method further comprising the 
step of: enhancing the instant message transmitted from the at least one instant 
message source to the mobile communication device based upon the location 
information (paragraph 0014). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include transmitting from the at least one instant message 
source to the mobile communication device based upon the location information 
because users might only request desired and/or interest information at a particular 
geographic area; hence, only information related to that location is transmitted. 

Regarding claims 5, and 6, Lonnfors and Magee disclose the method of claim 4 
as described above. Magee also discloses wherein the instant message is enhanced 
by altering the content and format of the instant message based upon the location 
information of the mobile communication device (paragraph 0021 ). 

Regarding claim 7, Lonnfors and Magee disclose the method of claim 4 as 
described above. Magee also discloses wherein the location information is provided by 
the wireless data communication network (paragraph 0014, and element 60). 

Regarding claim 9, Lonnfors and Magee disclose the method of claim 7 as 
described above. Magee also discloses the location information is provided by the 
mobile communication device (element 60). 
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Regarding claims 8, and 10, both Lonnfors and Magee disclose the method of 
claims 7 and 9 as described above, except for the wireless data communication 
provides the location information using triangulation techniques is well known in the art 
since triangulation technique is one of the techniques being used in the wireless 
network to locate the mobile communication device, or the mobile communication 
device includes a GPS receiver that tracks the geographic location of the mobile 
communication device, and wherein data from the GPS receiver is provided to the 
instant messaging server. It is however well known in the art to use either triangulation 
techniques or GPS system to locate a device. 

Regarding claim 11, Lonnfors discloses the method of claim 1 as described 
above, except for teaching wherein the presence information of the mobile 
communication device includes an activity state that describes a current activity of the 
user of the mobile communication device, and wherein the comparing step further 
comprises the step of matching the activity state of the mobile communication device 
with a service provided by the plurality of instant messaging sources and selecting one 
or more of the instant messaging sources to transmit an instant message to the mobile 
communication device based on the matching step. 

In a similar endeavor, Magee discloses a method for authorizing location 
services. Magee also discloses wherein the presence information of the mobile 
communication device includes an activity state that describes a current activity of the 
user of the mobile communication device, and wherein the comparing step further 
comprises the step of matching the activity state of the mobile communication device 
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with a service provided by the plurality of instant messaging sources and selecting one 
or more of the instant messaging sources to transmit an instant message to the mobile 
communication device based on the matching step (paragraphs 0013-0019). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include a current activity sate so that only information related is 
transmitted. 

Regarding claim 12, Lonnfors and Magee disclose the method of claim 1 1 as 
described above. Magee also discloses wherein the activity state is selected from the 
group consisting of a shopping state, a looking state or a visiting state (paragraph 
0014). 

Regarding claim 14, Lonnfors discloses the method of claim 1 as described 
above, except for the presence information of the mobile communication device 
includes information indicating whether the mobile communication device is interested 
in receiving instant messages from the plurality of instant messaging sources. 

In a similar endeavor, Magee discloses a method for authorizing location 
services. Magee also discloses wherein the presence information of the mobile 
communication device includes information indicating whether the mobile 
communication device is interested in receiving instant messages from the plurality of 
instant messaging sources (paragraph 0019). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include an indication whether the mobile communication device 
is interested in receiving instant messages from the plurality of instant messaging 
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sources so that the information could be transmitted as desired, and more convenient to 
user as requested. 

Regarding claim 15, Lonnfors discloses the method of claim 1 as described 
above, except for the presence information of the mobile communication device 
includes a contact proximity state for at least one other mobile communication device, 
the method further comprising the steps of: detecting the location of both mobile 
communication devices; and based upon the contact proximity state for the at least one 
other mobile communication device, transmitting an instant message to the at least one 
other mobile communication device indicating that it is within a certain proximity to the 
mobile communication device. 

In a similar endeavor, Magee discloses a method for authorizing location 
services. Magee also discloses the presence information of the mobile communication 
device includes a contact proximity state for at least one other mobile communication 
device, the method further comprising the steps of: 

detecting the location of both mobile communication devices (paragraph 
0015); 

based upon the contact proximity state for the at least one other mobile 
communication device, transmitting an instant message to the at least 
one other mobile communication device indicating that it is within a 
certain proximity to the mobile communication device (paragraph 0014). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 

invention was made to detect the location of the mobile communication devices so that 

the transmitted information is related to the geographic areas. 

Regarding claim 24, Lonnfors discloses a method of providing a plurality of 

instant messaging services to a mobile communication device via a wireless data 

communication network, comprising the steps of: 

detecting presence information associated with a plurality of instant 
messaging hosts at an instant messaging server, wherein the presence 
information of the instant messaging hosts includes information 
regarding instant messaging services provided by the instant messaging 
hosts (paragraphs 0030-0031 ); 

detecting presence information of the mobile communication device at 
the instant messaging server (paragraph 0032); 
comparing the extended state information of the mobile communication 
device with the presence information of the instant messaging hosts and 
selecting at least one instant messaging service to transmit an instant 
message to the mobile communication device (paragraph 0033). 
Lonnfors, however, fails to disclose wherein the presence information of the 

mobile communication device includes extended state information associated with the 

plurality of instant messaging services 

In a similar endeavor, Magee discloses a method for authorizing location 

services. Magee further discloses wherein the presence information of the mobile 
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communication device includes extended state information associated with the plurality 
of instant messaging services (fig. 2, boxes 116 & 118). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include the extended state information to enhance ability to 
supply information to users. 

Regarding claim 25, Lonnfors and Magee both disclose the method of claim 24 
as described above. Magee also discloses wherein the extended state information 
includes location information, the method further comprising the step of: altering the 
content of the instant message transmitted by the instant messaging service based 
upon the location information of the mobile communication device (paragraphs 0014- 
0016, 0021). 

Regarding claim 26, Lonnfors and Magee both disclose the method of claim 24 
as described above. Magee further discloses wherein the extended state information 
includes an activity state that describes a current activity of the user of the mobile 
communication device, and wherein the comparing step further comprises the step of 
matching the activity state of the mobile communication device with a service provided 
by the plurality of instant messaging hosts and selecting one or more of the instant 
messaging services to transmit an instant message to the mobile communication device 
based on the matching step (paragraph 0014). 

Regarding claim 27, Lonnfors and Magee disclose the method of claim 26 as 
described above. Magee also discloses wherein the activity state is selected from the 
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group consisting of a shopping state, a looking state or a visiting state (paragraph 
0014). 

Regarding claim 29, Lonnfors and Magee disclose the method of claim 24 as 
described above. Magee also discloses wherein the presence information of the mobile 
communication device includes information indicating whether the mobile 
communication device is interested in receiving instant messages from the plurality of 
instant messaging services (paragraph 0019). 

Regarding claim 30, Lonnfors and Magee disclose the method of claim 24 as 
described above. Magee also discloses wherein the extended state information 
includes a contact proximity state for at least one other mobile communication device, 
the method further comprising the steps of: detecting the location of both mobile 
communication devices; and based upon the contact proximity state for the at least one 
other mobile communication device, transmitting an instant message to the at least one 
other mobile communication device indicating that it is within a certain proximity to the 
mobile communication device (paragraphs 0014-0015). 

6. Claims 16-18, and 31-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lonnfors in view of Uramatsu et al (hereinafter Uramatsu) (US 
2003/0095570 A1). 

Regarding claims 16, and 31, Lonnfors discloses the method of claims 1 and 24 
as described above, except for the presence information of the mobile communication 
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device includes a communication state indicating a bandwidth over which the mobile 
communication device can receive instant messages. 

In a similar endeavor, Uramatsu discloses a communication bandwidth control 
apparatus and method. Uramatsu also discloses wherein the presence information of 
the mobile communication device includes a communication state indicating a 
bandwidth over which the mobile communication device can receive instant messages 
(fig. 5, boxes S102, S107, S108). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include an indication of a bandwidth to sufficiently transmit the 
information to the mobile communication device. 

Regarding claim 17, and 32, Lonnfors and Uramatsu disclose the method of 
claims 16, and 31 as described above. Uramatsu also discloses a selecting a type of 
instant message based upon the communication state of the mobile communication 
device (paragraphs 0008-0010, and 0036-0038). 

Regarding claim 18, and 33, Lonnfors and Uramatsu disclose the method of 
claims 17, and 32 as described above. Uramatsu also discloses wherein the type of 
instant message is a text type message if the communication state indicates a low 
bandwidth or is a video type message is the communication type indicates a high 
bandwidth (figs. 3 & 4 and its descriptions). 
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7. Claims 13, and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Lonnfors in view of Magee, and in further view of Abramson et al (hereinafter 

Abramson) (US 2002/0163547 A1). 

Regarding claims 13, and 28, Lonnfors and Magee disclose the method of 

claim 12 as described above. Magee further discloses the steps of: 

the mobile communication device declaring a looking state and 
transmitting presence information including the looking state to the 
instant messaging server (paragraphs 0014-0015); 
based on the location information, the instant messaging server enabling 
one or more of the instant messaging sources to transmit an instant 
message to the mobile communication device (paragraphs 0014-0015) 
Lonnfors and Magee, however, fail to disclose: 

transmitting an interactive map to the mobile communication device; 
selecting a location on the interactive map at the mobile communication 
device and transmitting location information to the instant messaging 
server. 

In a similar endeavor, Abramson discloses an interactive electronically presented 
map. Abramson also discloses 

transmitting an interactive map to the mobile communication device 
(paragraph 0005); 
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selecting a location on the interactive map at the mobile communication 
device and transmitting location information to the instant messaging 
server (paragraph 0053). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include an interactive map so that users could select a particular 
location and the information related to the location is transmitted. 
8. Claims 21-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Magee in view of Lonnfors. 

Regarding claim 21, Magee discloses the wireless instant messaging apparatus 
of claim 20 as described above, except for teaching wherein the instant messaging 
apparatus is further coupled to a wide area network for communicating with a plurality of 
hosts operating on the wide area network, each host providing one or more instant 
messaging services. 

In a similar endeavor, Lonnfors discloses a system and method for providing 
partial presence notifications. Lonnfors further discloses wherein the instant messaging 
apparatus is further coupled to a wide area network (fig. 1 and its descriptions) for 
communicating with a plurality of hosts operating on the wide area network, each host 
providing one or more instant messaging services (paragraphs 0030-0033, and fig. 1 , 
element 104). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include a plurality of hosts operating on the wide area network to 
provide various services to users. 
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Regarding claim 22, both Magee and Lonnfors disclose the wireless instant 
messaging apparatus of claim 21 as described above. Lonnfors also discloses wherein 
the presence information server further comprises: a host presence communication 
module for transmitting the presence information to at least one interested host selected 
from the plurality of hosts (paragraph 0033; fig. 1 and its descriptions). 

Regarding claim 23, both Magee and Lonnfors disclose the wireless instant 
messaging apparatus of claim 21 as described above. Magee also discloses wherein 
the presence information server further comprises: a host presence detector module for 
detecting the presence of at least one detected host of the plurality of hosts and 
connected to the presence storage module for storing the presence information 
corresponding to the at least one detected host (paragraphs 0009-0014). 

9. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lonnfors 
in view of McDowell et al (hereinafter McDowell) (US 2002/0035605 A1 ). 

Regarding claim 19, Lonnfors discloses the method of claim 1 as described 
above, except for the steps of: 

determining whether the mobile communication device can receive the 
instant message from the at least one instant messaging source; 
if the mobile communication device can not receive the instant message, 
then instead of transmitting the instant message to the mobile 
communication device, transmitting the instant message to an email 
inbox associated with the mobile communication device. 
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In a similar endeavor, McDowell discloses a use of presence and location 
information concerning wireless subscribers for instant messaging and mobile 
commerce. McDowell also discloses the steps of: 

determining whether the mobile communication device can receive the 
instant message from the at least one instant messaging source 
(paragraph 0099); 

if the mobile communication device can not receive the instant message, 
then instead of transmitting the instant message to the mobile 
communication device, transmitting the instant message to an email 
inbox associated with the mobile communication device (paragraph 
0099). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to transmit the instant message to an email inbox when he mobile 
communication device cannot receive the instant message because users would be 
able to retrieve the instant message in some later time as needed. 

Conclusion 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Wayne Cai whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-7798. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday; 9:00-6:00; alternating Friday 
off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Feild can be reached on (571) 272-4090. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). - 
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Examiner 
Art Unit 2681 
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